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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 6204L 
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TAGS: PINT, PINS, IT 

SUBJECT: "RED BRIGADES" DEMAND RELEASE OF "POLITICAL PRISONERS" 

IN EXCHANGE FOR KIDNAPPED OFFICIAL 

REF: ROME 5923, 5659 

1. IN LETTER DATED MAY 4. KIDNAPPERS OF GENOA DEPUTY PROSECUTOR 
SOSSI STATE THAT THEY HAVE FINISHED INTERROGATING THEIR CAPTIVE 
BUT WILL FREE HIM ONLY UPON RELEASE OF EIGHT IMPRISONED "OCTOBER 22" 
GROUP LEFTIST TERRORISTS, INCLUDING CONVICTED KILLER MARIO ROSSI. 

"RED BRIGADES" DEMAND THAT THE EIGHT BE FLOWN TO CUBA, ALGERIA 

OR NORTH KOREA AND PROMISE THAT SOSSI WILL BE FREED UPON CONFIRMA- 
TION OF THEIR SAFE ARRIVAL. "RED BRIGADES'" LETTER CONTAINS 
IMPLICIT THREAT THAT GOVERNMENT MUST GIVE IN TO THE DEMANDS "TO 
AVOID WHAT NOBODY WANTS BUT WHICH NOBODY CAN EXCLUDE". 

2. COMMENTING ON DEMAND BY "RED BRIGADES ", INTERIOR MINISTER 
TAVIANI (CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT) TERMED "ABSURD" ANY IDEA OF STRIKING 
A DEAL WITH THE TERRORISTS AND ANNOUNCED THAT POLICE EFFORTS TO 
FIND SOSSI WOULD CONTINUE. DC SECRETARY FANFANI ALSO CALLED FOR 
FIRM STAND AGAINST RED BRIGADE "PROVOCATIONS". 

3. IN MOVE NO DOUBT INTENDED TO DEMONSTRATE POLICE DETERMINATION 
TO PRESERVE LAW AND ORDER, CARABINIERI (PAR MILITARY POLICE) 
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CARRIED OUT A LARGE SCALE SWEEP IN NORTHERN ITALY OVER THE WEEKEND. 
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OVER 500 PERSONS WERE ARRESTED AND 2200 ORDERED TO REPORT FOR 
POLICE INTERROGATION. ALONG WITH A MASSIVE QUANTITY OF STELEN 
GOODS, POLICE CONFISCATED OVER 200 KILOS OF EXPLOSIVES AND 668 
SMALL ARMS. 

4. COMMENT: THE DEMAND FOR RELEASE AND DELIVERY ABROAD OF CONVICTED 
TERRORISTS CONFRONTS THE GOVERNMENT WITH A DIFFICULT CHOICE. THERE 
CAN BE NO ILLUSION IN THIS CASE, BUT THAT ANY SUCCESS OF RED 
BRIGADES BLACKMAIL WILL COME HOME QUICKLY TO ROOST. THIS THE 
DRAMITIC MODE OF RELEASE DEMANDED, AND THE INITIAL NEGATIVE REACTION 
OF INTERIOR MINISTER TAVIANI APPEAR TO MAKE GOVERNMENT CAPITULATION 
ON ISSUE UNLIKELY. ANY PREDICTION WOULD BE PREMATURE, HOWEVER, 

UNTIL ITAILIAN REACTION IS MEASURED IN THE EVENT OF POSSIBLE 
FUTURE SPECIFIC THREATS TO THE LIFE OF THE HOSTAGE. VOLPE 
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